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Kayak and Open Canoe – Personal Equipment – Insurance

A number of questions have been asked regarding the use of personal kayaks and open canoes for sea cadet training activities.  This SAM clarifies a number of points regarding insurance and the use of privately owned paddle craft for SCC training activities. 

Cadets are covered by MoD liability insurance whilst operating in boats owned and authorised by the Sea Cadets.  Boats that are hired or borrowed for SCC training must be inspected for safety points before being used.  The persons authorised to carry out safety inspections of open canoes, kayaks and associated equipment includes any SCC Supervisor or BCU Coach; these staff are listed on SAM 26/07 (this list is updated and issued annually in February).  A quick safety checklist is attached to the SAM as Annex A.  To summarise: cadets are covered to operate in borrowed or hired Canoes and Kayaks so long as the craft complies with the safety checking procedures carried out by a qualified person (i.e. the SCC Supervisor or BCU Coach).

In terms of equipment insurance for the borrowed or privately owned boats, these are NOT covered by MoD or Unit insurance policies.  Therefore, loss or damaged to privately owned craft and equipment will not be recompensed.  It is common practice for Units to produce a form to inform the individual and protect the Unit from liability.  An example of wording used on this type of form might be: ‘I agree to store/use my privately owned equipment and personal water sports equipment at the Unit and I understand that any loss, theft or destruction of these items will not recoverable from SCC or MoD Insurance'.  This is then signed by the Unit CO and the person wishing to use their own equipment.  This is especially important where cadets may bring their own paddle craft and equipment to the unit and parents may not be aware of the situation.

To summaries: private boats and associated equipment which have been checked for safety requirements and found to be acceptable may be used for SCC training activities.  However, the MoD and/or Unit can not be held liable for loss or damage to this equipment.  Units are advised to protect themselves through the use of a specifically designed form, which is signed by the CO and the individual concerned.  Individuals using privately owned equipment for SCC training are advised to arrange their own equipment insurance cover. 
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